Environmental Identities is a programme of public conversations, screenings and other online and offline events,
in pursuit of a multi-layered understanding of the co-defining relation between self- and social identity and
the natural environment. The sequence of events will promote a dialogue between cultural practitioners and
researchers from the natural and the social sciences, around ways of construing our self- and social identities in
a world increasingly marked by unsustainable and out-dated hegemonic notions of humanity, and by the everincreasing processes of ecosystemic devastation instigated by these.
The unfolding changes brought upon us by the on-going COVID-19 pandemic, spanning from individual
behaviours to planetary conducts, have underlined that our common lives are inextricably linked to a more
comprehensive ecosystem. The natural and the social sciences have long proven that we are physically,
cognitively and emotionally connected to our surrounding environments. The acknowledgement of these
findings leads us into directions that challenge the self/non-self, subject/object, nature/culture dichotomies that
have characterized Western thought, and show us that a re-evaluation of our relation to the natural environment
is inseparable from a readjustment of our own self-understanding as individuals and societies. In addition, the
often-impassioned nature of environmental conflicts reiterate that they are tied with our sense of personal and
social identity, further attesting that environmental breakdown is not only a techno-scientific battleground but
also as an ontological one.
The current pandemic has also triggered a profound reassessment of the Jan van Eyck Academie’s modus
operandi, which occurs simultaneously to a shift in the Academy’s visual identity. This new institutional
identity expresses the Jan van Eyck’s commitment in tackling climate change and environmental breakdown,
by exploring the agency and civic significance of art, design and other cultural practices in relation to these
processes. The impossibility of “business as usual” caused by the current pandemic, has not only underlined the
urgency of the Academy’s new commitment, but also brought the opportunity for a profounder reconsideration
of the institutional identity beyond the visual and conceptual rebrand. Environmental Identities is also an
exercise in understanding what this institutional shift in identity entails, and how it can prefigure and nurture
modes of self- and social identity that motivate socio-environmental sustainability and equity.

A conversation with Dr. Susan Clayton
16 June 2020, 16:00 (CEST)

The inaugural event of the Environmental Identities series was a conversation with Dr Susan Clayton exploring
the notion of “environmental identity”. Dr Clayton shared her expertise as a conservation psychologist whose
research focuses on the human relationship with nature, how it is socially constructed, and how it can be
utilized to promote environmental concern. Throughout the conversation the notion of “environmental identity”
was be defined and discussed in relation to group identity, political and ideological affiliations, climate change,
perceptions of social justice and inequity, essentialist conceptions of individual, gender, race, among other
topics.
You can watch the video recording by clicking here.

Bio:
Susan Clayton is Whitmore-Williams Professor of Psychology and chair of Psychology at the College of Wooster.
She has written or edited six books, including most recently Psychology and Climate Change (2018; co-edited
with Christie Manning). She co-authored the American Psychological Association (APA) reports on “Psychology
and Global Climate Change” and “Psychological Impacts of Climate Change.” She is a lead author on the
upcoming 6th assessment report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).
Her Ph.D., from Yale University, is in social psychology. Susan is on the editorial boards of the Journal
of Environmental Psychology and Social Justice Research, and is a fellow of the American Psychological
Association, the Society for Environmental, Population, and Conservation Psychology (SEPCP), the Society for
Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP), and the Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI).
She is a past president of both SEPCP and SPSSI.

National Identity & Environmental Hostility
Online Screenings, 8-15 July 2020
Conversation, 15 July 2020, 16:00 (CEST)
Following the conversation with social psychologist Dr. Susan Clayton, Environmental Identities #2 - National
Identity and Environmental Hostility explores the notion of environmental identity in relation to the structures of
nationalist and far-right ideologies and the understandings of the natural environment embedded in them.
Environmental Identities #2 - National Identity and Environmental Hostility starts with a week-long online
screening of the videos Habitat 2190 (2019) by Hanna Rullmann & Faiza Ahmad Khan, and Oysters for
Naturalization (2019) by Domenico Mangano & Marieke van Rooy. These works will be the instigators and the
basis for a public conversation that will gather their authors, alongside Dr. Bernhard Forchtner, editor of the
book The far right and the environment: politics, discourse and communication (New York: Routledge, 2019)
and Associate Professor and Director of Postgraduate Research at the School of Media, Communication and
Sociology at University of Leicester.
The conversation will explore how the connection between natural environment and social/national identity
provides an arena for the inclusion and exclusion of certain bodies and subjectivities - both human and
non-human - by traversing such topics as the ways in which political stances on environmental issues are
conditioned by nationalist ideologies; the relation between the scientific discourse of nature and its preservation,
and the nationalist discourse of the nation and its protection; the relation between the supposed threat of
foreign species, and the perceived threat of foreign races and cultures; the “weaponization” of nature in Europe’s
mechanisms of border control; climate denialism/skepticism and the defense of national sovereignty versus the
transnational challenges of climate change, among others.

National Identity & Environmental Hostility
Online Screenings, 8-15 July 2020
Habitat 2190 by Hanna Rullmann & Faiza Ahmad Khan
Habitat 2190 (2019), 16 min
Habitat 2190 follows the construction of the nature reserve Fort Vert at the site of the so-called ‘Jungle’, former
migrant camp in Calais, France – addressing the ways in which an imagination of nature is weaponised in the
governing of borders, interrogating the intersecting mobilities, rights and co-existence of human and nonhuman life. It reveals complex relations around how nature and the protection of rare species are regarded
as an opportunity to make claims over territory, and juxtaposes the value placed in the protection of other
species against the lack of care for certain groups of human beings in vulnerable positions. Habitat 2190 was
commissioned by the Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art (MIMA) as part of the exhibition Fragile Earth:
seeds, weeds, plastic crust in 2019, supported by the Elephant Trust.
Bios:
Hanna Rullman is a London-based researcher and designer, developing a practice around questions of
conservation, environmental policy, border ecologies and legal/political production of natures.
Faiza Ahmad Khan is an award-winning Indian documentary filmmaker and activist based in Mumbai.
They both graduated with an MA from the Centre for Research Architecture at Goldsmiths University of London
in 2018.
Click here to see the online screening.

National Identity & Environmental Hostility
Online Screenings, 8-15 July 2020
Oysters for Naturalization by Domenico Mangano
& Marieke van Rooy
Oysters for Naturalization (2019), 12 min
In this short film Domenico Mangano and Marieke van Rooy approach the Japanese oysters from the Dutch
Wadden Sea (present in the Netherlands for several decades) with a surreal questionnaire. The artists ask them to
give the correct answer to a series of multiple-choice questions that relate to how they should behave in relation
to the flora and fauna in their immediate environment. The questions are inspired by the actual integration exam
for immigrants who want to get Dutch citizenship. The starting point for this project is the analogy between the
Japanese oyster and the economic migrants who both arrived in the Netherlands at the end of the 1960s and ‘70s.
Both were meant to stay temporarily but remained. The Japanese oyster has now “supplanted” the Dutch oyster,
however there is a recent experiment to make it possible for the original “Dutch” oyster to return to the Dutch
seas. This film connects two social issues in the Netherlands and questions them in an ironic way. Domenico
Mangano and Marieke van Rooy use a specific ecological issue – to what extent can you intervene to reduce the
expansion of the exotic Asian oyster in the Dutch Wadden Sea? – as a metaphor for the integration issue, a focal
point of Dutch politics since the eighties.
Bios:
Domenico Mangano (Palermo, Italy, 1976) & Marieke van Rooy (Weert, Netherlands, 1974) live and work in
Amsterdam. The duo was formed in 2014 after Domenico Mangano’s individual artistic career, which started in
the late nineties. Marieke van Rooy has an academic background in political history of the built environment.
Their work is characterised by a combination of research and artistic practice. The narrative approach is
central to their projects. Micro stories, anthropology, political and architectural constructions of the social and
research of the history of the local, forms the basis of their art. Mangano and Rooy combine archival research,
participation and educational projects in their process and transform these into works of art consisting of film,
spatial installations, photos, drawings, performances and publications.
Click here to see the online screening.

National Identity & Environmental Hostility
Conversation, 15 July 2020, 16:00 (CEST)
With Dr. Bernhard Forchtner
Conversation between Hanna Rullmann, Faiza Ahmad Khan, Domenico Mangano, Marieke van Rooy and Dr.
Bernhard Forchtner. Mediated by the Jan van Eyck Academie’s curator of public programme Bruno Alves de
Almeida.
Bio:
Dr. Bernhard Forchtner is Associate Professor and Director of Postgraduate Research at the School of Media,
Communication and Sociology, University of Leicester. He has previously worked as a Marie Curie Fellow at the
Institute of Social Sciences, Humboldt University of Berlin, where he conducted a project on far-right discourses
on the environment. Dr. Forchtner is a specialist on far-right activism, with an emphasis on environmentalist
rhetoric by the far right, past and present. In particular, he has focused on how issues such as global warming
and/or biodiversity are playing their part in far-right communication. He is also the editor of the book The far
right and the environment: politics, discourse and communication (New York: Routledge, 2019).

